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MONTHLY  MEETINGSMONTHLY  MEETINGS  
are  held at  9.30  for  10 am in  the  Jerusalem  Hall,  

Rosebank Union  Church, St Andrews Road,  Hurlingham  

Forthcoming Talks 
Tuesday 16 February 

Charles Darwin, Race and Slavery   by Professor Emeritus Trefor Jenkins                
Professorial  Research Fellow in the Division of Human Genetics of the National Health  Laboratory 
Service and the University of the Witwatersrand. 

Charles Darwin, unlike his contemporaries, believed in the unity of humankind, seeing the 
differences between races as small and insignificant. 

Tuesday 16 March 

The Changing Face of Independent Schools in South Africa by Dr Jane Hofmeyr  

Executive Director at the Independent Schools Association of Southern Africa  

Dr Hofmeyr will outline and discuss the dramatic changes in the independent school 
sector since 1990 and the contribution that the schools make to education in the coun-
try today.  

Tuesday 20 April 

Classical Music’s Baby Boom 1803—1813 by Kathy Primos 
Retired Associate Professor of Music,  Wits University  

Berlioz, Mendelssohn, Chopin, Schumann, Liszt and Wagner, all born within a single 
decade, contributed to the budding  and early blossoming of Romanticism in European 
music.   A ‘bird’s-ear’ view.  

 Last-minute changes to the programme are sometimes unavoidable.           
We apologise for any inconvenience they may cause . 

    AANNUALNNUAL  SUBSCRIPTIONSSUBSCRIPTIONS          
The annual subscription fee of R40 is due for payment at the beginning of the year.  

Please submit proof of payment with your Renewal Form or Registration Form (new 
members)  

        MMEMBERSHIPEMBERSHIP  CCARDSARDS        
It is necessary to display Membership Cards at all U3A meetings.  

You will receive your card within 2 weeks of submitting your Renewal Form or  
Registration Form (new members). 

If it doesnõt arrive within that time, please contact Maureen on  011 883 1494 

THE YEAR PAST  

The year 2009 was an outstanding suc-

cess. Membership grew to 685, there 

were 40 courses running at any one time, 

visits to places of interest grew in popu-

larity, and attendance at monthly meet-

ings increased as the year progressed and 

word spread of the friendly atmosphere 

and excellent talks, culminating in regular 

full house attendances approaching 250.  

The year closed with a nostalgic account 

by Gerald Zwirn of the life and career of 

Mario Lanza followed by a sumptuous end 

of year party. A fitting conclusion to a 

rewarding year.  

THANKS éé.. 

are due to those who contributed to 

the yearõs success:  

the Course Leaders who generously 

shared their knowledge and ex-

perience,  

the staff of the Rosebank Union 

Church who took care of our re-

quirements for every meeting,  

the ôbackground brigadeõ -  workers 

who attended to the hidden 

tasks that underlie successful 

courses,  

our Committee who gave time and 

thought to the talks and courses 

and outings that catered for our 

interests.  

We are deeply grateful to them all.  



OUT AND ABOUT  

WITH U3A  

 Visits scheduled for the 1st Quarter  

=  Thursday 25 February  =  

JOHANNESBURG STOCK EXCHANGE  

Maude Street, Sandton. There is no 

charge for admission.  

=  Thursday 25 March  =  

GECKO GEMS, Kyalami where weõll  

also see the mine. Reduced e ntrance 

fee for Pensioners  R10,  

=  Thursday 29 April  =  

S A BREWERIES, Newtown  

Details will be given at the 16 Feb-

ruary Meeting.  

For further information and book-

ings please contact one of the sub -

committee members:  

   Hugh Corder   011 468 3238  

  E- mail: corder@acenet.co.za  

  Audrey Armstrong  011 884 1970                  

  E- mail: matriarc@iafrica.com  

  Sylvia Magid  011 646 3221  

  E- mail: sylv8@absamail .co.za  
 

AZALEAS IN THE MIST  

Early in October last year members of U3A joined members of the Continuity Club for a 4 day trip to Magoebas - kloof. The 

lodge where they stayed had extensive grounds for walking, surrounded by breathtaking banks of azaleas and cherry blossom. 

They went on longer hikes in the surrounding countryside with its magnificent scenery, and presentations by a local historian  

made the interesting past of the area come alive for the m.  

The group agreed that the success of the trip owed everything to the organiser, Pauline Cuzen, whose excellent 

planning and attention to detail had given them a few days of exceptional quality, and whose infectious warmth 

and generosity of spirit set the tone for all in the group. Members are urged to watch out for future walking trips 

under Paulineõs guidance.  

(A note in passing: The enthusiasm  of the U3A walking group has kept their Monday walks going throughout December 

and January, the U3A recess period. If you would like to join the group please phone Jill Gibson on 011 888 3249)  

CAN YOU HELP?  

Antoinette Reis is unable to con-

tinue as Treasurer of our Branch. 

We invite anyone who has some 

knowledge of bookkeeping and is 

able to use a computer to assist us 

in this capacity.   

More information may be obtained 

from Maureen Spiro on 011 883 1494.  

BITS FROM BRANCHES  
Knysna  Brian Hart of Sedgefield is involved in establishing a web - based 

mentor resource for distance - learning students in SA and possibly further 

afield, especially in the fields of English language and maths.         

Heôs appealing to U3A members for support in this project. Members 

with any skills they'd be willing to share with any students anywhere, 

via email or other inexpensive digital means, are asked to contact 

Brian at biddybrian@ gmail.com and heõll take it from there, connecting them 

to students/learners. There is no cost to the student.  

Tygerberg  again has something new. They have a choir. Is this a first for 

U3A South Africa?   

Overberg    Following trips to Sutherland and various courses on the nature of 

the universe, members of the Overberg Branch have decided to establish the 

Hermanus Astronomy Club ð another first for U3A South  Africa?  

From Port Elizabeth  a philosophical approach. With reference to a U3A 

meeting that was rudely interrupted by striking municipal workers òé..I hope 

those of you who were at our last meeting é..will not be deterred from at-

tending our next one. After all, U3A endeavours to broaden our minds and 

increase our intellect and a close - up encounter with mob rule could be consid-

ered enlightening!ó 

Three new groups have been launched in the past couple of years: Blaauwberg in 

the Western Cape which grew to 314 members and 39 courses by Oct 09; Gra-

hamstown is one year old and going full tilt, with Helen Crawford, ex - Johannesñ

burg Course Leader, as co - ordinator; Port Alfred ,a smaller centre, was launched 

in 2007 and had a remarkable 100 members by 2009.  

COURSES  

Old favourites predominate in the February ñMarch programme of courses, with 

two new topics on offer.  

Adele Asher is making a welcome return with her discussion of the world of 

the pharaohs in Nefertiti and the Lost Dynasty, and Rabbi Robert Ash will be 

exploring Jewish History, Culture and Practices.  

Then thereôs Croquet. This ever- popular game is back under the supervision of 

Jo Meintjes to provide a pleasant way of balancing the intellectual with the 

physical, ie to get enough exercise while attending courses  

TO ALL WHO ATTEND  COURSES  
Please éé. 
notify Course Leaders,  as far in advance as possible, if you have to miss 

a meeting. This small courtesy helps with numbers for catering, seating 

and printed study aids.                      


